2 


7 9 * e | ; , ” 
A . 5 Fo, 44 | od? Fan. Zh 


VIS DICAT 10N 


OF THE 


EF oteſtant Diſſenters, 
FROM THE. 3 
AsPR {RSICNS calt upon them, 


In a late Pourur ET, intitled, The 0 


— - — 


In order to take, off, the I: E.S 4 3X 
Impartially E XAMI N E D, 


To Which are added, 


FA 
'VD 
— 
8 
Bo 
N 
ap 
WV 
GW 
ps 
V 
D 
a 
N 
%. K 
OI», 


Some Remarks upon a Paper, 


called, the Correſpondent. 


CONT AINING: 


A pretended Narrative of the Attempts the 
Difjenters'in Irelaad, have made for e 
the P. 5 0 the TEST- A 


= ——_— 


LONDON: 
Reprinted fro the DueLIix Edition, for G. F. and 


Sold by A. Dopp, near Temple-Bar; and at the | 
Tine ee Price Wee ö 


* N 7 
Ma, : 
1 A * 
5 « % 1 


E 
* 4 * : 
* je . 

* 1 . = 
- * 1 — P ad 
1 4 4 x D p . 0 1 1 a+ 

4. 7 a S + F 8 * * 
' 8 a wh . £4. . iin 
—— * 1 — "XR : > * 0 * a 
. — - 


* 


2 


ku 


* 


VINDICATION 


Proteſtant Diſſenters, Mc. 


Is it is natural for all Men to de- 

fire to be freed from what they 
apprehend a Grievance, no rea- 
ſonable Man can be furpriz'd that 
the Diſſenters ſhould uſe all law- 
ful Means in their Power to get 
the legal Incapacities remov'd which they la- 
bour under, and if for this End they ſhould ap- 
ply to the Legiſlature, I think it muſt be own- 
ed that this is the propereſt Way of ſerking 
| Redreſs, And if any Man that is of Opinion 
that this is not reaſonable, or for the Good of 
the Publick, ſhould. in a fair and candid Way 
offer his. Reaſons why he thinks fo, they ought 
to be confided with Calmneſs and Temper. 


* 
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. If this had been the Method the Author of the 
' Presbyterian Plea of Merit examin'd, had taken, 
he could not be uſed with too much Decency 


and Civility; but ſince he has thought fit to 


take another Method, fince inſtead of candidly 


offering his Reaſons why the Teſt ſhould not be 
repealed, his whole Performance is one conti- 


nued Invective againſt the Pre:byterians, in which 


he has rak'd together with the utmoſt. Malice, 
every Thing that he thought could vilify and 
expoſe them; ſince it is his whole Deſign to re- 
preſent them as a turbulent FaFjon that have 
Pare 21. been engaged for One hundred and tighty 
Lond. Edit. Years in one uninterrupted Courſe of 
Rebellion and Diſloyalty, which, if believed, 
muſt not only repreſent them as unworthy of 
the Favours of the Government, but fit to be 
exterminated out of the Country, 1 think he has 


forfeited all the Regard due to every fair Writer, 


however miſtaken. A con inued Miſrepreſen— 
tation of Facts, bold Aſſertions of downright 
Talſhoods, barefac'd Calumny muſt be treated 
after a different Manner than meer Miſtakes 
in Reaſoning and Argument. And if in Vin- 
dication of an injured People againſt ſo foul a 
Charge, ſome Things be neceſlary to be ſaid, 
which 1t may be uneaſy to ſome Perſons to hear, 
it 1s only to be charged on this Writer and 0- 
thers of his Strain, who are continually rcnew- 
ing old exploded Accuſations, and endeavouring 
to inſpire others with the ſame Spirit of Ran- 
cour and Malignity againſt their Proteſtant Diſ- 

| ſenting 


Froteſtant Diſſenters. 5 
ſenting Brethren, with which they themſelves 
are poileſſed. 3 1 6 

It muſt be own'd indeed, this Writer does 
not confine his Invectives to the Diſſenters a- 
lone; he cannot abſtain from abuſing the zho/e- 
Ser of zealous Whigs, as he calls them, whom 
he repreſents as hating the Tories more than 
the Papiſts themſelves, and excluding them, 
even from the ſmalleſi Offices, though 

Pro feſſing the ſame Loyalty to the ſame * 

Proteſtant King and hi, Heirs. And yet very 

conſiſtently he had juſt before repreſented the 
wi ſeſt Tories (as he calls them by Way 9 
of Ridicule) as ſharing with the Whigs Fr 
in Employments, though he intimates that it 
is by a baſe Compliance contrary to their Prin- 
ciples. _ | 

Indeed I know only of two Sorts of Per- 
ſons, of whom he ſpeaks with great Tender- 
neſs and Softneſs, rhe Papiſts, and thoſe who 
he complains are called High-fiyers and 
Jacobites, for whom he profetles great . 19: 

Sympathy, and ſcems very angry with the Go- 
vernment for not employing them. 

'The Sum of the Charge he advances againſt. 
the Diſſenters, is this, that they are, and have 
been all along a turbulent, fadtious Set of 
People, implacable Enemies to Monarchy and 
the legal Government, and that from the Time 
theſe Seflaries appeared in the World, 6 
it bath been always found by their whole Ph Is 
Proceedings that they profeſjed an utter Hatred 
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6 A Vindication of the 


to kingly Government. And this he pretends 


to prove by a Deduction of their Proceedings 


from their firſt Riſe to this preſent Time, which 
if we muſt take his Word for it, he has colleF- 
4d with great Care and Diligence, and with 

\. all poſſible Impartiality from the current 
Ag Hiſlories of choſe Times, written by each 
Party. | 

us therefore examine this pretended 
Narrative. I need not trouble the Reader with 
Reflections on the Account he gives of the 


Riſe of the Puritans, which he refers to the 


Exiles that fled to Geneva in the Days 
1 of Queen Mary, and afterwards brought 
back with them to England the Notions they 
had imbib'd there. He might if he had plea- 
fed, have dated the Riſe of Puritaniſm in the 
Church of England from the Beginning of the 
Reformation there, in the Reign of King 
Edwnrd IV. ſince it is well known that ſeve- 
ral Perſons in that Reign eminent for Learning 


and Piety, amongſt others Mr. Rogers, the firſt 


that ſuffered Martyrdom in Q-: Mary's Reign, 
and the excellent Biſhop Hooper, were in the 
Sentiments of thoſe afterwards called Puritans. 

In the Beginning of Queen Elizabeth's 
Reign, when the Reformation was again eſta- 
bliſhed, 'tis an unconteſted Matter of Fact, that 
a conſiderable Number of eminent Divines in 
the Church of England were in the ſame Sen- 
timents; and if a due Moderation had been then 
exerciſed towards them, and the Uſe of Things. 
own'd 
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_ Proteſtant Diſſenters. 7 
own'd by the Impoſers to be indifferent, had 
not been rigorouſly urg'd upon thoſe that con- 
ſcientiouſly ſcrupled them, the unhappy Diffe- 
rences might have been healed or prevented. 
And Biſhop Burnet, than whom ſcarce any 
Man was better acquainted with the Hiſtory of 
thoſe Times, aſſures us, That he had ſeen the 
Letters of the chief Biſhops of that Time, from 
which it appears, that the Queen's Stiffneſs in 


maintaining ſome Ceremonies fMw'd not from 
their Councils, but from the Fractices of ſome 


diſguiſed Papiſts, who ſaw no Hopes of retrie- 
ving their Affairs, but by ſetting on Foot Divi- 


font among the Proteſtants.* 


This Writer 1s pleafed to tell us, That this 


Faclion, under the Name of Puritans, became 
very turbulent under the whole Reign 


of Queen Elizabeth, and were always V. 5* 
diſcourged by that wiſe Queen. But certainly 
without derogating from any Part of the juſt 
Praiſe that is due to that great Queen, it may 
be ſaid that her Conduct towards the Puritans 
was far from being the brighteſt Part of her 
Character. All that are acquainted with the 
Hiſtory of that Time, know that ſhe had not 
much of the Spirit of Toleration, and ſeemed 


3 to expect that her own Way of Thinking in Re- 
ligion ſhould be an abſolute Rule to her Sub- 
jects, and would not ſuffer the leaſt Deviation 


— 


— — 


* See Biſhop Bu RN ETN's Sermon before the Houſe of Commons, 
January, 1688. 
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form what ſhe thought fit to eſtabliſh, which 
ſhe regarded as an Invaſion of her Prerogative. 


A Temper this in a Prince which often proves 


vexy unhappy to the Subjects, tho' in her it 
met with many ſhining Qualities that helþ'd to 
throw a Veil over the Faults it led her into. 

I am not now inquiring whether the Puritans 
were in the Right or not in the Matters in De- 
bate, let us ſuppoſe them miſtaken, yet ftill it 
is true that ſhe had not better Subjects than thoſe 
call'd Puritans ; that none were more hearty and 
zealous Proteſtants; none more ſincerely rejoic'd 
in the Succeſſes and Felicities of her Reign, or 
were more exemplary and unblameable in their 
Lives and Converlations. The greateſt Men 
in that Time were ſenſible of this. That ac 
compliſh'd Stateſman the Lord Treaſurer Bur. 
leigh, ina Letter to Arch-Biſhop Whitgift, da- 
ted September the 17th, 1584. cenſures his vehe- 
ment Proceedings againſt -the Puritans, whom 
he repreſents as peaceable Perſons in their Mini- 
ſtry, and that thereby the Papiſts were greatly en- 
cottrag d, and all evil diſpos'd Perſons among ſt the 
Subjects animated, and thereby the Queen] Ma- 
jeſty's Safety endanger'd. And he gives this not 
only as his own Senſe, but that of the chief 
Counſellors and public Perſons.* And about the 
ſame Time the Privy-Council in a Letter to 
the Arch-Biſhop of Caxterbury and Biſhop of 
London, dated September ehe 2oth 1584. com- 


* Strvpe's Life of Whitgift, Book 4. Rec. n. 9. 
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plain of the Severities againſt the Puritans, 
whom they honour with this Character, that 
they were diligent, learned, and zealous, tho' in 
ſome Points ceremonial, they may ſeem doubt ful, on- 
ly in Conſcienct, and not of Wilſulneſs.* The 
Houſe of Commons themſelves in December, 
1584, ſent up to the Lords ſome Heads of a 
Petition in Order to be preſented to the Queen, 


® complaining amongſt other Things of the ri- 
® gorous Uſage the Puritans met with, whom 
they call'd godly and learned Preachers, and pro- 
T poſing ſeveral Expedients for making them eaſy. 


And indeed ſeveral Attempts of that Kind 
were made by the Houſe of Commons in that 
Reign, which ſhew'd they did not look upon 
the Puritans as turbulent and fattions. | 

What Kind of Severifies Queen Elizabeth 
made Ule of, which this Writer ſeems ſo much 
to approve, and which he only calls by the 
gentle Name of Diſcouragements, I ſhall men- 
tion in the Words of one of the greateſt Men 
of the preſent Age, the Lord Chancellor King, 
who when Dr Sache verel had praiſed the whole- 
ſome” Sewerities of her Reign, obſerves, © That ſome 
Perſons were hang'd, ſome had their Goods 
confiſcated, others had their Perſons impriton'd; 
and to mention more particularly a publick 
Act in Writing, that cannot be falſiſied or 
miſrepreſented, and which is ſince relax'd by 
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10 A Vindication of the 

the Toleration AR, an Act paſs'd in the 35th 
Year of Queen Elizabeth, Intituled an Act to 
retain the Queen's Majeſty's Subjects in their 
due Obedience, by which the Diſlenters are 
among other Penalties, to abjure the Realm 
in forty Days, or ſuffer Death without Benefit 
of Clergy. And after ſome further Reflecti- 
ons on that Act, he adds, © This is one of the 
* Severities of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, whe- 
ther it be wholeſome or not, human Nature 
< will determine.“ 

The only Proof this Writer brings of the 
Puritans being a 1zrbulent Faction under the whole 
Reign of ©, Elizabeth is, that they writ with 
great Rancour againſt the Biſhops, the Habits, and 
the Ceremonies ; ſuch was that ſcurrilous Libel un- 
der the Title of Martin Mar-Prelate, and ſeveral 
others. Thoſe Pamphlets were not writ till af- 
ter a long Courſe of rigorous Treatment; and 
if this drove ſome Perſons into Extremes, and 
put them upon bitter and ſevere Invectives a- 
gainſt thoſe whom they look' d upon as the Au- 
thors of their Miſeries, none can much wonder 
at it that is acquainted with human, Nature, and 
that conſiders how many hot People there are 
in ail Parties, how prone Men are to be em- 
bitter'd by cruel Uſage, and that Oppreſſion will 
make even a wiſe Man mad. But tis certain 
the moſt eminent Puritans never approv'd the 
Abuliveneſs and Scurrility of thoſe f Writings, 


—_ * 


* Sce his Speech at Dr SACHEVEREL's Trial. + Fuller's Church 
Hiſtory, b. 9. p. 193. 


nc. 


Proteſtant Diſſenters. II 
nor the rigid Extremes which thoſe call'd Brot- 


® niſts run into. And even as to the Browniſts 


* themſelves, however narrow they might be in 
their Principles with reſpe& to Church-Com- 
Snunion, and ſevere in their Cenſures againſt 
he Biſhops, none of them entertain'd a diloyal 
hought of the Queen, or were guilty of Fac- 
ion in the State; and when {ome of them, as 
reenwood, Barrow, &c. were put to Death, 
they made the ſtrongeſt Proteſtations of their 
Loyalty, and continued affectionately praying 
for her Majeſty, and for her long and proſper- 
pus Reign to the laſt Breath. 
Nie has nothing particular with relation to the 
Reign of K. James I. and therefore I ſhall paſs 
ver it too, with only one general Remark, 
What the Puritans frequently in that Reign met 
vith very rigorous Treatment, and yet continu- 
Id peaceable and loyal under their Sufferings.' 
XZ He informs us, that in the latter Time of K. 
mes I. and the former part of his Son, there were 
Feral Puritan Biſhops, and many Puritan pri- 
Wate Clergymen ; while People went, as their In- 
nations led them, to hear Preachers of each Par— 
In the Pariſh Churches, p. 6. One wou'd think 
Vs ſhould have oblig'd him to have treated them 
With greater Decency, and is a Proof that they 
Mere not ſo turbulent and factious as he would 
make us believe. But he obſerves, that ſoon after 
& Death of K. James I. their Numbers as well 
their Inſolence and Perverſeneſs increaſed; p. 5. 
d tho' he owns Lord Clarendon tells us, that 
| B 2 11 


12 A Vindication of the 
in the Near 1640, there was not the leaſt Appea- 
rance of Thought or Deſign towards making any Al- 
terations in Religion and Government; yet this 
Writer is of a different Opinion. For he has 
found, by often rummaging for old Books in Little- 
Britain and Duck-lane, a great Number of Pam- 
pPhlets printed from the Year 1630, to 1640, full of 
as bold and impious railing Expreſſions, againſt the 
lawful Power of the 5 and the Order of 
Biſhops, as ever were utter d during the Rebellion, 
or the whole ſubſequent Tyranny of that Fanatick 
Anarchy, p. 6. 
Noʒt to take notice of the Decency of the Ex- 
preſſion in this Paſſage, and which is ſo familiar 
to this Writer, what he means by their railing 
againſt the lawful Power of the Crown, I am at a 
Loſs to know, becauſe I don't know what he 
eſteems the lawful Power of the Crown; but it 
is certain, that there was then no Deſign of ſub- 
verting the legal Monarchy in theſe Nations. 
That there were ſome Invectives at that Time 
againſt the Biſhops cannot be wonder'd at, when 
the Provocation is conſider' d. In the Time 
this Writer refers to, great Numbers of thoſe 
call'd Puritans were grievouſly harraſs'd, they 
were call'd before the Star-chamber, or ſevere- 
ly proſecuted in the Biſhops Courts, they were 
hn'd and impriſon'd, excommunicated and de 
priv'd, and often for no greater Crime than fo 
refuſing to read the Book of Sports, whic 
licens'd the People by publick Authority tc 
revel on Sundays, By theſe and other ſuc 
| Method: 
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Methods, ſome thouſands were driven into the 
Wilds ot America, to avoid the Fury of their 
Perſecutors, and have a Liberty of worſhipping 
God according to their Conſciences. And 
whoever impartially conſiders theſe Things, will 
not be much ſurpriz d, if there were Pamphlets 
written at that Time with a Keenneſs rais'd by 
their Sufterings ; and it ſeems very hard firſt by 
cruel Uſage to drive Men to ſevere Complaints, 
and then accuſe them for complaining. 

Our Author next proceeds to the Troubles 
of Forty- One, and very freely beſtows upon the 
Presbyterians the Name of Fanatick Rebels, 
which is the leſs to be wonder'd at, ſince he 
honours the Lords and Commons of England 
with the Title of Rebels too, p. 6. It is not 
my Buſineſs to enquire at preſent into the Riſe 
and Grounds of the Civil War, which every 
body now knows to have been originally owing 
to the Invaſions made by the Crown on the 
Liberties of the Subject. In this Quarrel moſt 
of thoſe call'd Puritans join'd with the Parlia- 
ment. And cou'd it be expected they ſhou'd 
do otherwiſe 2 Muſt they ſide with thoſe that 
they knew were their avowed Enemies, who 
had all along harraſs'd, fin'd, and impriſon'd 
them, and who they had Reaſon to think, if 
once eſtabliſhed in their former Power, wou'd 
perſecute them with redoubled Fury? I think 
they ought to be forgiven, if they were not for 
lending a helping Hand to the binding their own 
Chains faſter upon them. But beſides, they 

| were 
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were generally of Opinion, that to join with 
the Parliament was the ſafer Way for the Li- 
berties of their Country, and for the Preſerva- 
tion of this limited Monarchy. They cou'd 
not conceive what View the Parliament could 
have in what they did, but ſecuring the pub- 
lick Liberty againſt the Returns of Popery and 
arbitrary Power; but they thought they had 
Reaſon to ſuſpe& a Prince, who from the Be- 
ginning of his Reign had been ingag'd in a Suc- 
ceſſion of Attempts for eſtabliſhing an abſolute 
Monarchy, and who had all along made choice 
of thoſe Perſons for his Favourites, and had 
put them in Power, who were moſt ready to 
concur with him in promoting thoſe arbitrary 
Meaſures. And I believe there are ſcarce any 
that have a juſt Value for our Liberties, but 
muſt think that notwithſtanding all the Confuſi- 
ons that follow'd, it was much happier for theſe 
Nations that the Parliament prevail'd, ſince if 
the King had prov'd victorious, it is ſcarce to be 
doubted but that the Government here would 
have been as abſolute as it is in France, and 
there wou'd never have been a Parliament any 
more. 

When the War broke out, great were the 
Confuſions that attended it, as might be expect- 
ed in ſuch a Caſe. In all ſuch inteſtine Com- 
motions many Things are done on both Sides, 
which wou'd not be done in a calmer State of 
Things, and which cannot be properly charged 
on any Party, but are the unavoidable Conſe- 
quences 
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quences of a Civil War, uſually the moſt violent 
ofall others. 
As to what he tells us of the Presbytertan 


Seer's being eſtabliſhed” in all its Forms, ſoon after 


the War broke out, by what they call an Ordinance 
of the Lords and Commons, without conſulting the 
King, p. 6. it is not my Buſineſs to inquire into 
the Reaſons why they did fo. I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve, that it hence appears, that the Lords and 
Commons of England did not look upon the 
Presbyterians to be utter Enemies to the legal 
Monarchy (as this Writer repreſents them) which 
at the Time of pafling that Ordinance they had 
no Intention to aboliſh. And I am perſwaded, 
that if the Biſhops had not in thoſe Times join d 
in the arbitrary Meaſures of the Court, and op- 
pos'd what the Parliament judg'd neceſſary for 
ſecuring the Liberties of the People, if they 
had then ſhewn that juſt Regard to their Coun- 
try, and that Moderation towards thoſe that 
diſſent from them, that many of them have 
ſhewn fince the late happy Revolution, the 
Majority of that Parliament, who my Lord 
Clarendon aſſures us, were far from being in 


Principle diſaffected to that Order, wou'd never 


have thought of aboliſhing it. 


But this Writer takes upon him to affirm, 


ſpeaking of the Presbyterians and Independents, 

that the Deſign of utterly extripating Monarchy and 

Epiſcopacy was equally the ſame in both, evidently 

the Conſequence of the very ſame Principles, upon 

which the Prerbyterians alone, began, and 2 
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and wou'd have ended in the ſame Events, if to- 
wards the Concluſion they had not been bearded by 
that new Pari), with whom they cou'd not agree 
about dividing the Spoil, p. 8. It was not the 
Presbytertans alone that began the War, or con- 
tinued it, and it is acknowledg'd by all, that at 


the Beginning there were very few in either 


Houſe that were in Principle Presbyterians,. or 
who had any Deſign to extirpate either Mo- 
narchy or Epiſcopacy. The War begun wholly 
upon other Principles, and with other Views. 
And even after the Parliament had prevail'd, 
and the King's Armies and Forces were deſtroy'd 
(and he never left off fighting whilſt he had any 
Forces left) when they had him wholly in their 
Power, they did not much inlarge their De- 
mands, but were ſtill for preſerving the Mo- 
narchy under ſuch Limitations as they judg'd 
neceſſary to ſecure the Liberties of the People; 
and when the King at laſt granted their De- 
mands, they voted, as this Writer himſelf owns, 
that the King's Conceſſiont were a Ground for a 
future Settlement. The leading Members of the 
Houſe who were moſt active in procuring this 
Vote were known Presbyterzans. If afterwards, 
as he obſerves, the great Officers of the Army, 
joining with the diſcontented Members in the Houſe, 


came to a Reſolution — excluding all thoſe . 


had conſented to that Vote, which they executed in 


a military Way, I don't ſee how the Prechyterians 
are anſwerable for this, or the Parliament ei- 
ther, which had a manifeſt Force put upon it. 
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Proteſtant Diſſenters. 17 
Tt is wrong to charge it on any Principles of 
Religion, or on any other Party of Men, whether 
Presbyterians or Independents, between whom 
he owns the Differences were few and trifling. 
It was done wholly on political Principles, and 
with political Views. Some acted in it with 
private ambitious Views, which probably was 
the Caſe of ſeveral great Officers of the Army, 
who were for exalting the military Power above 
the civil, for their own Ends: Others join'd in 
it from the incurable Diſtruſt they had conceiv'd 
of the King, and the Fears they had of his Re- 
ſentment if he was reſtor'd on any Terms; and 
if ſome acted in this Matter with a View to abo- 
liſh Monarchy, and introduce a Republick, I 
don t fee what Religion or any one Sect of Men 
has to do with this. This Writer himſelf tells 
us, that he is far from condemning all Common- 
wealths, and which is very odd, gives broad 
Hints that he himſelf 1s turn'd Republican. 
After having ſpoken of Holland, Geneva, and 
the Swiſs-Cantons, where Presbytery is efta- 
bliſh'd, he adds, I do not ſay this in Diminution 
or Diſgrace to Commonwealths, wherein, I con- 
feſs, I have alter'd many Opinions under which 
I was educated, having been led by ſome Obſer- 
vation, long Experience, and a thorough Deteſ- 
tation for the Corruptions of Mankind; inſo- 
much, that. I am now juſtly liable to the Cenſure 
of Hobbs, who complains, that the Touth of 
England imbibe ill Opinions from reading the 
Hiſtories of ancient Greece and Rome, thoſe re. 
i note ned 
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nowned Scenes of Liberty and every Firtue, 
p. 27. Now if ſo good a Churchman, and one 
that was educated in the higheſt Reverence for 
Monarchy (as he himſelf intimates) has by long 
Experience, and by _— and deteſting the 
Corruptions of Mankind, and not improbably 
by his Diſcontents at the preſent Government, 
been brought to have ſuch favourable Thoughts 
of a Republick; is it to be wonder'd at, if ſome 
Gentlemen in. thoſe Days, who had ſuffer'd ſo 
much under the Incroachments of arbitrar 
Power, and had fo ſeverely ſmarted under the 
Abuſes of Monarchy, and ſeen all their Liber- 
ties on the Brink of Ruin; and who, beſides 
this, dreaded the Return of a provok'd King 
full of Reſentment, and on whoſe Promiſes the 
had no Dependence, choſe a Republick as the 
beſt Form of Government in their Circumſtan- 
ces ? But after all, this was far from being the 
general Senſe of the Presbyterians ; it is a mat- 
ter of Fact very well known, that the Body of 
them thro' the Nation were not in their Judg- 
ments for the Republican Scheme, but for a li- 
mited Monarchy, and hearty Friends to the 
antient Engliſh Conſtitution. 

All the Proof this Writer brings, that the 
Presbyterians were for deſtroying Monarchy 
is this, that Fairfax, the General, a rigid Presby- 


Terian, iſſued his Orders to the Army for exclu- 


ding the Members, and appointed Guards to at- 
tend the King's Tryal and Execution, p. 7. If 
this were true, that Fairfax was in Judgment 

for 
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for taking off the King, I don't ſee how the 
Presbyterians are anſwerable for it, or how this 
will prove that the Pres byterians were in gene- 
ral for aboliſhing Monarchy, when it is well 
known that the Members that were excluded 
for agreeing with the King were Presbyteriangs, 
and Fairfax's Wife, of whoſe Loyalty our Au- 
thor ſeems to have a very good Opinion, was a 
zealous Presbyterian too. Beſides I think it is 
generally agreed, that Fairfax was not in Judg- 
ment or [nclination for deſtroying the King or 
Monarchy, but was over-rul'd, or as Lord Cla- 
rendon expreſſes it, he was throughout over-wit- 


ted by Cromwell and others of the Officers, who | 


had really more Power in the Army than he“. 
This Writer indeed thinks proper to acknow- 
ledge, that ſome of the Presbyterians declar'd 
openly againſt the King's Murder. But he adds, 
From what Motives No other can poſſibly be 
aſſign'd than perfeci Spight, Rage, and Envy, 
to find themſelves wormed out of all Power, by 
a new infant Spawn of Independents ſprung from 
their own Bowels, p. 9. Thus he is reſolvd 
never to own that the Presbyterians did one 
good Thing; for when he can't deny the Fact. 
he arraigns the Intention; and particularly in 
the preſent Caſe, with regard to one of the moſt 
ſolemn Declarations that ever was made, fign'd 
by ſixty Miniſters, and with all the Appearance 


— 


„ Sce Clar. Hiſt. Vol. 3. Part 1. p. 235. 8vo. Edition. See alſo 
C 2 of 


ibid. p. 321. 
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of Sincerity poſſible , he pretends to enter into 
the Secret of their Souls, and find that they 
did it from baſe Views, from Syight, Rage, and 
Envy. Has he ever conſider'd thoſe Words of 
our Saviour, Fudge not leſt ye be judged? Or 
does not he fear the Threatning implied in 
them 2 What ſhall one ſay to ſuch a Writer ? 
Let it be prov'd with the cleareſt Evidence, 
that the Presbyterians have been all along for 
the true Intereſt of their Country, he will bear 
them down, that all this is from wrong Princi— 
ples. They were loyal with a diſloyal Inten- 
tion. The ingenious Mr Collier, one every Way 
| ſuperior to this Writer, but whom none will 
ſuſpect of any Partiality towards the Pres byte- 
7ians, paſſes a more equitable Judgment upon 
their Conduct, who ſpeaking of the King's Death, 
expreſſes himſelf thus, This unparalleFd Out- 
rage of Majeſty, and the Conſtitution ſtruck the 
Presbyterian Miniſtry with Horror ; He adds, 
that they had no Intention of bringing Things 
this hideous length; and he calls the Repreſen- 
tation I juſt mention'd, ' handſome plain Dealing, 
and a bold Reprimand of a victorious Army *. 
Our Author next proceeds to what he had 
propos'd to conſider in the firſt Place, and that 
is the Merit of the Presbyrerians in promoting 
the Reſtoration. The Presbyterian Merit is of 
as little Weight, when they alledge themſelves 
inſtrumental towards the King's Reſtoration. 
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* Colliers Ecclef, Hiſtory, Vol. 2. p. 8 59, 860. 
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That great Man, the Lord Chief Juſtice Hale, 
was of another Mind, who faid, that © Many 
of the Nonconformiſts had merited highly in the 
Buſineſs of the King's Reſtoration, and at leaſt 
deſerved, that the Terms of Conformity thou'd 
not be made ſtriker than they were before the 
War“ J. But let us fee what our Author offers 
to deſtroy this Pretence to Merit. It amounts 
to this, that the Nation grew tired with the ſe- 
wveral Models of Government, which is very true; 
that the Cavaliers began to recover their Spirits, 
and ſo did the Nobility too; that the Rum grew 
deſpicable, the City of London declar d againſt 
them, the excluded Members were let in, a free 
Parliament called in as legal a Manner as the 
Times wou'd allow, and the King reſtor'd, p. 11. 
But ſtill is it not true, that the City of Lon- 
don, which he ſays declar'd againſt the Rump, 
was then under the Conduct of the Pr25sbyteri- 
ans? that the excluded Members who were let 
in were of the Presbyterian Party ? that the free 
Parliament which reſtor'd the King had alſo a 
Majority of Presbyterians ? and though he tells 
us the Cavaliers began to recover their Spirits, 
tis certain that they had then no Power, and if 
the King had had no other Help than theirs, he 
muſt have been for ever excluded *. The King 
| himſelf 


+ See Conformiſts 24 Plea for the Nonconformiſts, p. 65. 

* We need no other Teſtimony of this, than that of K. Charles 
the 2d himlelf in a Speech he made to the Houſe of Lords ſoon after 
his Reſtoration, in which he preſſes chem te hatten the Act of Oblivi- 

on, 
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himſelf was ſo ſenſible of this, that he pub- 
liſh'd a Declaration, dated Of. 25, 1660 which 
if put in Execution wou'd have heal'd our Dif- 
ferences, in which his Majeſty himſelf gave 
ample Teſtimony to the Loyalty and Affection 
of the Presbyierians to his Perſon and Govern- 
ment; and after he came over, choſe ſome emi- 
nent Presbyterian Miniſters for his Chaplains. 

What Returns he made to them afterwards, 
and liow cruelly they were us'd is well known. 
But without inlarging on theſe Things, I ſhall 
only obſerve that 1n all that Reign they ſteadi- 
ly adhered to the true Intereſt of their Coun- 
try, from which neither the Flatteries nor 
Menaces of the Court were able to divert them. 
They all along join'd with thoſe worthy Patri- 
ots, who did what they cou'd to guard againſt the 
Incroachments of Popery and arbitrary Power; 
this often drew upon them the ievere Reſent- 
ments of the Court, who when they cou'd not 
gain them, gave them up to the Rage of their 
bigotted Ad verſaries. 

He next propoſes to conſider the Services o 
the Diſſenters againſt the Deſigns of K, James, 
and at the Revolution, p. 11. and thither I ſhall 
follow him. He highly extolls the Merit of the 
Cburch-Party, as he calls them, and far be ir 
from me to detrat any thing from the juſt Ac- 
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on, that they might not keep him from performing bis Promiſe, which 
ffays bis Majelty) if I had not made, I am perſuaard neither you nor 1 
had been here. I pray let us not deceive ie, who , gt, or permitted 
1 to come together. 


know- 
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knowledgments due to any that in fuch a Time 
of Danger ſtood up for their Religion and 
Country. 

It was very happy for the Church of England, 
and for the Proteſtant Intereſt, that many of 
thoſe who by their extravagant crying up an 
unlimited paſſive Obedience and Non- reſiſtance, 
which they repreſented as the peculiar Doctrine 
and Glory of the Church of England, by plac- 
ing King James upon the Throne, and abuſing 
thoſe that had endeavour'd to prevent it, by 
ſuffering themſelves to be made the Tools of 
Popery in haraſſing their Proteſtant diſſenting 
Brethren, had been unhappily inſtrumental to 
bring themſelves and others into the greateſt 
Danger, were at laſt awaken'd on the Brink of 
the Precipice, and exerted a noble Zeal, when 
thro' the extraordinary Goodneſs of Providence 
it was not yet too late, in Defence of their Re- 
ligion and Liberties. But I know no Reaſon 
why the Merit of thoſe Gentlemen ſhould be 
preferr'd to their's, who never had any hand 
in thoſe unhappy Meaſures that had brought 
Things to that Extremity, who had all along 
refus'd to ſwear to that abſolute Non-refiſtance 
which if put in practice had ruin'd us all, and 
who join'd with thoſe worthy Patriots, whoſe 
Memory ought to be dear to all true Proteſtants, 
that wiſely toreſaw the impending Dangers, and 


took the moſt proper Meaſures to prevent them 
by the Bill of Excluſion. 


But 
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But it ſeems that the Presbyterians in the lat- 6 
ter Tears of King Charles II. upon Account of 
certain Plots Callow'd by Biſhop Burnet to be ge- 
nuine) had been for a ſhort Time forbid to hold 
their Conventicles; whereupon theſe charitable 
Chriſtians out of perfect Reſentment againſt the 
Church, receiv'd the gracious Offers of A. James 
wich the ſtrongeſt Profeſſions of Loyalty, and 
higheſt Acknowledgments fir bis Favour, p. 12. 
A baſe Repreſentation this, and falſe in almoſt 
every Article! He firſt inſinuates as if the firſt 
Sufferings of the Diſſenters in King Charles the 
2d's Reign were towards the latter End of it, 
when it is known that ſoon after the Reſtorati- 
on to which they had been fo inſtrumental, 
their Sufferings began. Were not 2000 Mini- 
ſters {ilenc'd and ejected at once in 1662? Was 
not the Conventicle Act made the Year after, 
by which every Man that attended a Meeting 
for religious Worſhip, not according to the Way 
of the Church of England, was for the firſt 
Offence to be impriſon'd three Months till he 
paid five Pounds, and for the ſecond Offence 
to be impriſon'd fix Months till he paid ten 
Pounds, and for the third Ofence to be baniſh'd 
to the American Plantations? Was not the Ox- 
fard act made ſoon after in 1665, which ba- 
niſh'd their Miniſters five Miles from any City 
or Corporation, or any place where they had 
been Miniſters, or had preach'd after the Act of 
Oblivion, that after being depriv'd of their 
Livings they might not ſo much as abide a- 
mong 
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mong their former Acquaintance and Friends, 
and ſo be depriv'd of all Means of Subſiſtence? 
How rigorouſly theſe ſeveral Acts were put in 
Execution at ſeveral Times is well known, 
whereby ſome Thouſands of Perſons, Miniſters 
and others, were grievoully haraſs'd, and man 

of em ruin'd. It will be own'd that towards 
the latter End of that Reign, theſe Severities 
were reviv'd with greater Fury than ever, but 
not for Plots, as this Libeller is pleas'd to re-, 
preſent it, but for their ſteady Adherence to 
the true Intereſts of their Country and the Pro- 
teſtant Religion. The ſame Perſons perſecuted 
them, that brought thoſe noble Patriots the Ld 
Ruſſel, Col. Sidney, and others to the Block. 
And there cannot be a greater proof of the un- 
uſual Front of this Writer, than that he ſhould 
appeal to a Book fo common as Biſhop Burnet's 
Hiſtory for a proof that the Plots that were then 
charg'd upon the Presbyterians were genuine. 
Whereas the contrary 1s true, that the Biſhop 
treats the Meal. tub Plot which was deſign'd to 
turn the Popiſh Plot upon the Presbyterians, 
as a mere Forgery ; and of the Rye-bouſe Plot, 
which was the other Presbyter:an Plot of that 
Reign, he ſays, that they were ſo wiſe at Court, 
that they wou'd not ſuffer Weſt's Narrative of 
it to be printed, for then it wou'd have appear d 
too groſs to be believ d. The famous IWeſimin- 
ſter Parliament in that Reign in 1680. was fo 


— 


I 


a_—_ 


* Sce Burnet's Hiſt, Engliſh Edit. p. 545, 56, $77; 579, 633. 
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ſenſible of the Deſigns of the pt Sop their 
Abettors to raiſe ſham Presbyterian Plots to diſ- 
guiſe their own, that they ſent a Member of 
their Houſe, Sir Robert Can, to the Tower, and 
expelPd him the Houſe for declaring there was 
no Popiſh Plot, but a Presbyterian Plot, and 
order'd the infamous Parſon Thompſon of Briſ- 
rol, as he was call'd, to be impeach'd, for aſſert- 
ing the ſame thing in a Sermon on the Zoth of 
January. T 

It will not be denied that K. James and his 
Friends did all they cou'd to ſpirit up the Diſ- 
ſenters againſt the Church, many of whom had 
ſuffer'd them'elves to be made the unhappy In- 
ſtruments in procuring ſevere Laws againſt them, 
and putting them vigorouſly in Execution, Great 
Endeavours were us'd to get particular Accounts 
of the cruel Hardſhips the Diſſenters had ſuf- 
fer'd, with an Intention no doubt to blacken 
the Church of England, and thereby heighten 
the Animoſities among Proteſtants, and in the 
End, to deſtroy them all. But the Body of the 
. Diſſenters were aware of the Deſign, and cou d 
not be brought into it. Commiſſioners were 
ſent by the King, through the ſeveral Counties, 
to enquire what Money or Goods had been le- 
vied upon Diſſenters, upon Proſecutions for 
Recuſancy, and not paid into the Exchequer, 
but they generouſly refus'd to take this Oppor- 
tunity, whish they had put into their Hands, 


— 
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+ State 'Tradts, Vol. zd. p. 117, 118, 119. 


of 


Proteſtant Diſſenters. 27 


of avenging themſelves on ſome of their bit- 
tereſt Proſecutors. And a worthy Author af- 
ter having taken notice of the good conduct of 
the greateſt Part of the Diſſenters, notwithſtand- 
ing all the virulent Pamphlets thrown about to 
exaſperate them, does them the Juſtice to ſay, 
that to the Fidelity of that Party, (viz. the Diſ- 
ſenters) at that critical Time, are we to aſcribe a 
great ſhare of the Diſoppointment the Popiſh Party 
met with, who were much chaf d that the Grand 
Cheat of the Toleration, had no better Succeſs.+ 
'Tis true that when the King offer'd them a 
Toleration they accepted it. They made uſe 
of that Liberty (when the Force that hinder'd 
it was remov'd) to which they thought they 
had a Right by the Law of Nature, of worſhip- 
ping God according to their Conſciences, and 
of which they had been unjuſtly deprivd. And 
conſidering the ſevere Uſage they had met with 
it is not to be-wonder'd at, that they were glad 
to obtain any Eaſe or Reſpite from their Suffer- 
ings; and if this carried ſome of them to offer 
Addreſſes of Thanks in too high a Strain, (tho 
Bp Burnet tells us, that few concurr'd in thoſe 
Addreſſes, and the Perſons that brought them up 
Were mean and inconſiderable.**) I think they 
ought to be forgiven, at leaſt by thoſe who had 
in their extravagant Addreſſes ſo often made a 


— — 
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* Calamy's Abridgment, Vol. 1. p. 382. / Sce the Advantage 
of the Preſent Settlement, and the great Danger cf a Relapſe, Printed 
in 1689. Vol. 1. of State Tracts, in King William's Reign, p. 267. 
** BukvzT's, Hiſt. Eng. Edit. p. 715. 
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Surtender of all their Liberties without Reſerve 
to the Will of the Prince. But beſides this, 
were there not many Addreſſes ſent up from 
thoſe of the Church Party, as this Author calls 
them, from ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom, 
complimenting the King for the Toleration 
granted by the Court? and Bp Burnet tells us, 
that ſome of the Biſhops gain'd by the Court, car- 
ried their Compliance in this Matter to a ſhameful 
Pitch.+ It is therefore very odd that this ſhou'd 
be ſo often laid to the Charge of the Diſſenters, 
as if they only were to bear all the Blame. 

As to what he adds, that he has ſcen ſeveral | 
of the Diſſenters Addreſſes putting themſelves and 
the Papiſts on the ſame Foot as Fellow-uſſerers for 
Conſcience, and with the Style of Our Brethren 
the Roman Catholicks, p. 12. I ſhall not be- 
lieve this till IJ have better Authority for it than 
his own. I have carefully look'd over the Col- 
lections of Addreſſes in that Reign, and cou'd 
never ſee any with ſuch Expreſſions as he men- 
tions, and therefore can't help regarding this as 
a meer Forgery, There is indeed an Addreſs 
from the Clergy of the Country Palatine of 
Cheſter, in which they ſay, © We heartily read 
the Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience, 

not repining that all other our Fellow Sub- 
c jects ſhould with us enjoy a Portion of your 
© Royal Favour; we are aware that many have 
** well deſerv'd, and as to the other Number to- 
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« wards whom you uſe the courteous and 
ce nobleſt way of conquering, we hope your 
* Mercy may be ſucceſsful, or at leaſt your 
“ Power will preſerve you ſafe.” (Any one 
that underſtands the Language of thoſe Times 
will be apt to think that by their well deſerving 
Fellow Snbjefts, in this Addreſs is meant the 
Papiſts, and by the other Number, the Preſ- 
byterians) they add, © That they could not 
« without Trouble of Mind, hear of the Pro- 
e ceedings of the Seven Biſhops, and they be- 
* come Interceſlors to his Majeſty, in behalf 
« of the Church of England, that the Faults 
« of thele and others, may not be laid to her 
“ Charge, in whoſe Communion there are 
* many, and we hope there will be more, who 
e concur in promoting the Purpoſes of your 
e mild Government.” It is with Regret I men- 
tion theſe Things, which it were better were 
buried in Oblivion, if ſuch Writers as this did 
not by their ſpiteful invectives, bring them 
again into Remembrance. 

He wou'd fain have it believ'd that the Presby- 
terians encourag'd King James to exerciſe his diſ- 
penſing Power, which the Judges had determin'd to 
be part of his Prerogative, p. 13. he mentions 
the Petition of the ſeven Bilbup that defir'd to be 
excus d for not obeying an illegal Command from the 
King; the Biſhop of London's being ſummon'd to 
anſwer be ſore the Commiſſioners for Eccleſiaſtical 
Afairs, for not ſuſpending Dr Sharp at the King's 
Command ; and the Proceedings againſt Magdalen 

| College, 
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College, and their vigorous Defence of their 
Privileges. And I believe every true Proteſtant 
and Lover of his Country thinks they were 
highly to be commended for it. But our Au- 
thor cannot find the Prerbyterians ever expreſs'd the 
ſame zeal upon any Occaſion : They had no Op- 
portunity of expreſſing it the ſame Way, for 
they had no College Revenues to loſe. But 1 
ask, were thoſe Judges, who he tells us de- 
zermin'd the diſpenſing Power to be Part of the 
King, Prerogative, Presbyterians * Were thoſe 
Commiſſioners for Eccleſiaſtical Affairs that ſum- 
mond the Biſhop of London before them, Presby- 
tertans * Were they not of thoſe that profeſ:'d 
themſelves zealous for the Church of England? 
But muſt the Church therefore be charg'd with 
this? No. Tho' there were too many under 
that Denomination that fell in with the arbi- 
trary Meaſures of that Reign, which brought 
the Nation to the Brink of Ruin, yet to their 
immortal Honour it muſt be remember'd that 
the Body of the Clergy and Laity of the Eſ- 
tabliih'd Church, did on that Occaſion make a 
noble Stand againſt Popery and arbitrary Power. 
And I with Pleaſure ne what this 
Writer mentions, that many of the Clergy ap- 
peard in a glorious Manner againſt Popery, in a 
great Number of very valuable Tracts which 
were then publiſh'd. But it is very diſingenuous 
to take Occaſion from this to accuſe the Diſ- 
{enters of a want of zeal againſt Popery, as this 
Writer has done, and others before him. They 

had 
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had in the Reign of King Charles the ſecond, 


upon the juſt Apprehenſions of the Danger of 
re I Popery, publiſh'd ſeveral very valuable Books, 
"i writ by Pool, Owen, Clarkſon, Baxter, and o- 
e thers, beſides a Morning Lecture againſt Popery 
carried on by the moſt conſiderable Divines a- 
r mongſt them, at a Time when many of the 
I KF Church ſeem'd to be in a perfect Security. And 
' if they did not write ſo much in the Reign of 
N King James, it was the leſs neceſſary, becauſe 
. they had the Satisfaction to ſee their Brethren 


of the Eſtabliſh'd Church take it into their own 
Hands, and ſome of them brought by their zeal 
againſt Popery to a nobler Way of thinking, 
and a better Temper wards their Fellow 
Proteſtants than they expreſs'd before. Add to 
this, that ſeveral of the Diſſenters offer'd their 
Aſſiſtance on that Occaſion, but it was not 
thought fit to accept it, and it was with great 
Difficulty that thoſe few of their Writings that 
were then publiſh'd obtain'd a Licenſe. 

But the King preferr'd ſeveral Presbyterians and 
many Papiſts to Civil and Military Employments, 
p. 13. And is it not a Thing well known that 
the ' Presbyterians he employ'd were very few in 
Compariſon of thoſe of what he calls the Church 
Party? He goes on to tell a formal Story of one 
Richards, who he ſays was a noted Presbyterian, 
and was plac'd by the King, at the Head of a 
Regiment rais'd againſt the Prince of Orange. 


And were there not many Churchmen too, atthe 


Head of Regiments deſign'd to fight againſt the 


Prince 
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Prince of Orange? But it ſeems this Presbyterian 
ſerv'd King James a ſlippery Trick, and went 
over like many others to the Prince, who afterwards 
ſent him to aſſiſt in raiſing the Siege of Derry, but 
he bekav'd bimſelf ſo like either a Coward or, a 
Traitor, that his Regiment was taken from him. 
Whether the Story be true or not, I don't 
know, or think it worth while to enquire, but 
I ſuppoſe the Deſign of it is to prove that be- 
cauſe there was a Presbyterian Officer in the 
Army, that behav'd like a Coward or a Traitor, 
therefore all the Presbyterians are Cowards and 
Traitors too. Such is the Logick of this Writer. 

He takes Notice of the Opinion of the Prince 
and Princeſs of Orange, p. 13. ſignified by Mon- 
ſieur Fage!, againſt the Repeal f the Teſt. And 
no wonder they were againſt it in thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances, when every Body knew the Deſign 
was to make Way for introducing the Papilts 
into all Offices and Corporations. And upon 
this Account it was that the Presbyterians and 
Independents themſelves in that Reign, as Biſhop 
Burnet aſſures us, notwithſtanding all the Arti- 
fices the Court made uſe of to gain them, 
cou'd not be prevail d on to concur in taking eff the 
Teſi.+ But if this Writer has a juſt Regard to 
the Opinion of that excellent Prince and Prin- 
ceſs, when they came to be King and Queen of 
England, it is well known that it was their 
hearty inclination that the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
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ſhoird be reliev'd from the legal Incapacities 
they were under. And his Majeſty in one of 
his Speeches to the two Houſes in the beginning 
of his Reign, in 1689, told them, that he Hod 
they wou d leave room for the Admiſſion of all 
Proteſtants that were willing and able to ſerve him, 
which was a Thing wwou'd tend to the better unit- 
ing them among themſelves, and the ſtrengthning 
them againſt their Common Adverſaries. This 
Writer indeed takes upon him to afhrm, that 
ding William never bore much Affection to the 
Presbyterians in his Heart; nor deſign d to favour 


= þ them further than as it ſtood with the preſent Scheme 
of Politicks, as he has been long ſince aſſur'd, by 


de greateft Men of Whis Principles at that Time 
in England. And I am apt to think thoſe great 
Men he ſpeaks of, wou'd never make our Au- 
thor their Confident. However, he owns that 
to ſavour the Diſſenters ſuited with King William's 
Scheme of Politicks, that is, I ſuppoſe with what 
he had principally in View, the Security of the 
Proteſtant Religion and our Civil Liberties ; and 
whatever Opinion this Writer may have of it, 
I believe many others will like it the better for 
being agreeable to King William's Politicks; 

In his 16th Page, he thinks fit to own, that the 
cM Provbyterians join'd with King William againſt 
King James, but as he can never repreſent any 


: Fact fairly in which the Prechyteriant are con- 
cern'd, he inſinuates that they wiſely choſe to 
join with the Proteſtant Army, rather than with 

that of King James their Friend, whoſe Affairs 
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Prince of Orange? But it ſeems this Presbyterian 
ſerv'd King Fames a ſlippery Trick, and went 
over like many others to the Prince, who afterwards 
ſent him to aſſiſt in raiſing the Siege of Derry, but 
he behav'd himſelf ſo like either a Coward or. a 
Traitor, that his Regiment was taken from him. 
Whether the Story be true or not, I don't 
know, or think it worth while to enquire, but 
I ſuppoſe the Deſign of it is to prove. that be- 
cauſe there was a Presbyterian Officer in the 


Army, that behav'd like a Coward or a Traitor, : 
therefore all the Preibyterians are Cowards and F 
Traitors too, Such is the Logick of this Writer, 


He takes Notice of the Opinion of the Prince ill , 
and Princeſs of Oran ge, p. 13. ſignified by Mon-, 
ſieur Fage!, againſt the Repeal f the Teſt. And 
no wonder they were againſt it in thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances, when every Body knew the Delign 
was to make Way for introducing the Papiſts 
into all Offices and Corporations. And upon 
this Account it was that the Presbyterians and 
Independents themſelves in that Reign, as Biſhop 
Burnet aſſures us, notwithſtanding all the Arti- 
fices the Court made uſe of to gain them, 
cou'd not be prewail'd on to concur in taking ef the 
Ieſt. f But if this Writer has a juſt Regard to 
the Opinion of that excellent Prince and Prin- 
ceſs, when they came to be King and Queen of 
England, it is well known that it was their 
hearty inclination that the Proteſtant Diflenters 
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ſhou'd be reliev'd from the legal Incapacities 
they were under. And his Majeſty in one of 
his Speeches to the two Houles in the beginning 
of his Reign, in 1689, told them, that he Ho 
they — leave room for the Admiſſion of all 
Proteſtants that were willing and able to ſerve him, 
which was a Thing wou'd tend to the better unit- 
ing them among themſelves, and the ſtrengthning 
them againſt their Common Aaverſaries, This 
Writer indeed takes upon him to afhrm, that 
King William never bore much Affection to the 
Precbyterians in his Heart; nor defign'd to favour 
them further than as it ſtood with the preſent Scheme 
of Politicks, as he has been long ſince aſſur'd, by 
the greateſt Men of Whig Principles at that Time 
in England. And I am apt to think thoſe great 
Men he ſpeaks of, wou'd never make our Au- 
thor their Confident. However, he owns that 
to ſavour the Diſſenters ſuited with King William's 
Scheme of Politicks, that is, I ſuppoſe with what 
he had principally in View, the Security of the 
Proteſtant Religion and our Civil Liberties ; and 
whatever Opinion this Writer may have of it, 
I believe many others will like it the better for 
being agreeable to King William's Polinicks; 

In his 16th Page, he thinks fit to own, that the 
b Preſbyterians join'd with King William againſt 
King James, but as he can never repreſent any 
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cern'd, he inſinuates that they wwiſeh choſe to 
join with the Proteſtant Army, rather than with 

that of King James their Friend, whoſe Affairs 
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Were then deſperate. But is it not known that 
the Presbyterians in this Kingdom, roſe up in 
Arms againſt King James, a conſiderable Time 
before King William ſent an Army over; and 
when on the contrary King Fames had a very 
formidable Force, and his Affairs were far from 
being deſperate? The noble and ſeaſonable 
Stand they made at London-derry, will I hope 
not eaſily be forgotten, by any true Lovers of 
their Country. It King [James had been at 
Liberty, to ſend over a conſiderable Reinforce- 
ment to thoſe that were in Arms in the High- 
lands of Scotland in his Favour, (as he might 
have done, if it had not been for the Reſiſtance 
he met with here) it is hard to know what 
wou'd have been the Conſequence. The Houle 
of Commons in England, gave a Publick Te- 
ſtimony to the importance of the Service, when 
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Affection and Courage, which the Diſſenting Pro- 

teſtants uſed in Conjunction with their Brethren of 
the Eſtabliſh'd Church, againſt the Triſh and French 
Papiſts, and the happy Conſequences of their joint 

gallant Behaviour, to the Welfare and Liberties of 
all Europe, 


they came to this Vote, in the Year 1698, Re- . 
ſolv'd that the Services and Sufferings at London- { 
derry, Were Very eminent, and of great Conſequence t 
to his Majeſty's Service, and the Preſervation of the K 
three Kingdoms. And the Houſe of Commons ; 
of Ireland, in their Addreſs to the Lord Lieu- Ml; 
tenant A. D. 1709. take Notice of the hearty | 


But 
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But farther to extenuate the Merit of their 
Service againſt King James and Popery, he tells; 
us, they fought pro aris & focis, for their Eſtate 
and Religion; which latter will never ſuffer ſo 
much by the Church of England as by that of Rome, 
Where they are counted Hereticks as well as we; and 
conſequently they had no other Game to play. But 
what Merit they can build upon having joined With 
a Proteſtant Army, under a King they acknowledg- 


© Wed, to defend their own Liberties and Properties 
" WM againſt a Popiſh Enemy under an abdicated King, 
i I confeſs to me abſolutely inconceivable, and I be- 
eve wall equally be ſo for ever to any reaſonable 


Man, p. 16,-17. 

But did not the other Proteſtants of Ireland 
that oppos'd King Fames, fight for their Religi- 
on and Liberties'and Properties, as well as the 
Presbyterians ? And muſt they be deprived of the 
[juſt Praiſe due to them, becauſe they ſtood up 
for ſuch glorious Things as Religion and Liber- 
ty 2 What is true Patriotiſm, but an exerting a 
noble Zeal on all proper Occaſions for preſerv- 
ing Religion, Liberty, and Property? And muſt 
this very Thing which is their Glory, be made uſe 
of to deſtroy their Merit? A Reflection which 
could only proceed from a groveling Soul, in- 
ſenſible of the Value of · theſe ineſtimable Bleſſings. 

What he adds about ſome grownaleſs Reports 
induſtriouſiy ſpread by the Presbyterians ſeveral 
Tears ago, of an Invaſion threatned by the Pretender, 
on the North of Ireland, and their threatning in 
that Caſe to ſit fill and leave thoſe of the Church 
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to fight their own Battles, till he produces ſome 
better Vouchers for it than his own Word, de- 
. ſerves no Regard, Nor can I look upon it in 
any ether View than as a ſcandalous Fiction to 
introduce the ſpightful Reflections he makes 
upon this pretended Fact for a Page together, 
ſuch as, that this confirms the common Charge 
laid at their Doors, that a Scottiſh or Northern 
Presbyterian hates our Epiſcopal Eſtabliſh'd Church 
worſe than Popery itſelf ; for which he pretends 
to give a Reaſon, becauſe it is the Church alone 
that ſtands in the Way between them and Power, 
which Popery does not; whereas he himſelf in the 
Page immediately preceding had given it as a 
Reaſon for their joining with the Church againſt 
Popery, that their Religion will never ſuffer ſo 
much by the Church of England as by that of Rome. 
I have indeed ſometimes heard of Perſons that 
call'd themſelves Churchmen that have declar'd 
they would rather be Papiſts than Presbyterians, 
but never heard of one Presbytcrian that ſaid he 
would rather be a Papiſt than of the Church 
of England. What he further adds on Sup- 
. of that fictitious Story, about a Compact 
etween the Presbyterians, and the Pretender and 
his Army, and his counting upon more Aſſiſtance 
from his Father's Friends, the Bresbyterians, than 
from thoſe of his own Religion, is ſo ridiculous 
that I ſhall not be at the Pains to confute it, and 
only ſhews the Malice and Folly of this Libeller, 
who thus blindly beſpatters a Body of Men 
who are known to be avow'd and irreconcile- 
able Enemies to Popery and the Pretender, 
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But does not this Writer know, that not 
many Years ſince there was actually an Infur- 
rection and Rebellion in Favour of the Pretender 
in the neighbouring Kingdom, and that ſeveral 
of thoſe who he complains are call'd Hrgh-flyers 
and Jacobitet, for whom he profeſles fo great a 
Regard, and who he tells us deſire nothing more 
than a quiet Life, were ingag'd init? Armies were 
raiſed, and Battles fought in that Cauſe. Bnt 
would it be a fair Thing to blame the Church 
of England tor this, or to make her accountable 
for the Principles and Practices of ſuch Men, 
who yet would fain paſs themſelves upon the 
World for her trueſt Sons? No. And J hope 
no Preſbyterian Author will ever be found, that 
will take this ſcandalous Method with Regard 
to the Eſtabliſhed Church, which this Writer 
and others of his Stamp think juſt with Reſpect 
to the Preryterians, I thall only ſay that the 
Diſſenters did then, as they have been ever 
ready to do on all ſuch Occaſions, join heartily 
with their Brethren of the Eſtablith'd Church, 
in Support of the preſent happy Conſtitution 
and Government ; and particularly in the North 
of this Kingdom, they were array'd, and form'd 
themſelves into Regiments, in Detence of the 
common Cauſe, notwithſtanding the incapacita- 
ting Laws, tho' by doing fo they incurr'd the 
ſevereſt Penalties, from which they needed an 
Act of Parliament to exempt them, 

His whole 19th Page is taken up in ſhewing 
directly contrary to the Senſe both of the Lords 

and 
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and Commons laſt Seſſion of Parliament, that this 


Kingdom is in no Danger at all from Popery ; 
he owns indeed the Papiſts are abſurd in their 
Doctrines, but repreſents them as a harmleſs 
kind of People; ſo poor (tho' it's well known 
they have a conſiderable Part of the Trade of 
the Kingdom in their Hands) and ſo cowardly 
that they are no more to be fear'd than Women 
and Children. He next ſhews his tender Re- 
gard to thoſe who he complains are call'd High- 
flyers and Jacobites, who he would perſuade us 
are the greateſt Enemies to Popery, and abhorr'd 
by the Papiſts above all other Men, as he aſſures 
us upon the Word of ſeveral Popiſh Prieſts, 
whom he ſent for and convers'd with in a Progreſs 
he made thro” the Southern Tarts of this Kingdom. 

In the 2oth Page, he boaſts of his own Dili- 
gence andlmpartiality in the Account he has given 
of the Conduct of the Diſſenters, and that he 
has fairly repreſented the Fats and principal Cir- 
cumſtancet, which he has collected with all poſſible 
Impartiality from the current Hiſtories of thoſe Times 
written by each Party. And therefore he ſtands 
amaz'd at the Impudence of theſe Schiſmaticks 
(for ſuch they are in Temporals as well as Spirituals.) 
But for my Part I know of none that are 
Schiſmatick in Temporals as ell as Spirituals; or 
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The preſent Biſhop of Elſin, late of Clonfert, has given a ſtrong 
and lively Repreſentation of the Danger of this Kingdom from Po- 
peiy, in his excellent Sermon on the 23d of O#eber, 1731. And 
{ \uppole it will ſcarce be pretended that we are in leis Danger from 
Popery now than we were then. | 

if 
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if you will, in Church and State, but the Non- 
jurors. But he tells us theſe very Schiſmaticks 
are now again expecting, ſolliciting, and demand- 
ing, (not without inſinuated Threats according 
to their Cuſtom ) that the Parliament ſhould fix 
them upon an equal Foot with the Church Eſta- 
bliſhed. What? do they demand a Share in 
the Church-Revenues, the Biſhopricks, and Dea- 
naries, or any of the other Emoluments which 
the Law has annex'd to the Eſtabliſh'd Clergy > 
I never heard this pretended. But if they have 
approv'd themſelves loyal Subjects to the pre- 

ſent Government, and hearty Friends to our 
happy Conſtitution, and humbly apply (not 
with Threatnings as this Libeller charges them) 
to the Wiſdom and Juſtice of Parliament to re- 
move the civil Grievances and Incapacitics they 
yet labour under, that they may ſhare in the 
common Rights of good Subjects, I can ſee no 
Fault in this. 

After having again repeated ſome of his old 
Cant about the Confuſions of Forty-one, and 
laid all to the Charge of the Presbyterians, he 
declares, p. 22. that he is ready enough to be- 
lieve that all he has ſaid will avail but little, If 
he had ſaid this from a Senſe of his own Iafut- 
ficiency there would have been ſomething mo- 
deſt in it. For how cou'd ſuch a Writer expect 
that the Parliament could be influenc'd by any 
Thing he has offer'd ? But after all, his Deſign 
in this is not to expreſs his Modeſty, but rather 
to inſinuate a ſpightful Reflection on the Legi- 


ture, 


— — 


40 indication of the 
ſlature, that he believes they will have no re- 
rd to the Remonſtrances he pretends to make 
with ſo much Juſtice and Impartiality, and with 
ſuch a tender Regard to the good of his Coun- 
try ; but however he reſts ſatisfied in this, that 
he has diſcharged his Conſcience, to which he is 
bound by all religious and civil Ties, And then 
to ſhew what a hearty Friend he 1s to the true 
Proteſtant Intereſt of this Kingdom, he ſets him- 
ſelf to ridicule what the Lord Lieutenant re- 
commends in his Speech ro the Parliament, and 
what all good Men have ſo long deſir'd, a Uni- 
on among Proteſtants, p. 23. And among other 
Things makes himſelf merry with the Suppoſi— 
tion of Quakers being admitted to military Poſts. 
But tho' this Writer be at all Times inſipid, he 


is never leſs ſupportable than when he affects to 


be witty. 

P. 24. He inſinuates that if the Presbyterians 
once come to be in Power, they will endeavour 
by all Means to introduce and eſtabliſh their own 
Religion; and then wants to know, what A/ſu- 
rance they will pleaſe to give, that when their 
Sed ſhall become the national Eſtabliſbd Wor- 
ſoip, they will treat us Diſſenters as we have 
treated them. 

hope they would never imitate the baſe 
Treatment that he, and ſuch as 'he, have given 
them, who if they had it in their Power, would 
ſcarce ſuffer them to breath the common Air. 
But nothing can be more Romantick than the 
Suppolition he makes of the Presbyterians eſta- 
bliſhing 
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bliſhing their own Scheme of Religion if the 
Teſt were removed. All that would follow up- 
on the Repeal of that Act, would be the removing 
the Brand that now lies upon them, and putting 
them into a Capacity of being employed by the 
Government; but their being actually employ'd 
or not, would entirely depend upon the Plea- 
ſure of the Government, and upon their own 
good Behaviour. But let us ſuppoſe ſome of 
them in Office, how could the admitting a few 
Diſſenters into Places of Profit and Truſt, which 
after all would bear but a very ſmall Propor- 
tion to thoſe poſſeſt by the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
put it into their Power to deſtroy the Conſtitu- 
tion? And J am perſuaded there is not a Diſ- 
{enter in the Kingdom fuch a Viſionary, as to 
dream of ſuch a Thing as the Eſtabliſhment of 
Presbytery here. Beſides, if the Writer of the 
Correſpondent is to be believ'd, who by the 
Conformity of Style and Sentiment, muſt be 
well known to the Author of this Pamphlet, 
they themſelves would never agree about it, 
ſince many of them would be far from defiring 
the Eſtabliſhment of Presbytery in all its Forms. 
Nor indeed could any Man ever expect ſuch a 
Thing without an univerſal Revolution, and an 
utter unhinging the whole preſent Settlement, 
which 1 believe no Diſſenter in his Senſes would 
deſire or attempt; eſpecially on Suppoſition that 
25 their religious Liberties are fecur'd by the 
Toleration Act, ſo the legal Incapacities were re- 
moved that hinder their Admutance to civil 
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Offices ; becauſe then they would have nothing 
to render them uneaſy. 

But he goes on to ask, were not the Remain- 
ders of the Epiſcopal Church in thoſe Days, eſ- 
pecially the Clergy, under a Perſecution for a- 
bove a dozen Tears, equal to that of the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians under Heathen Emperors £ 
What? and were they burnt alive, were they 
thrown to the wild Beaſts, were they ſcourg'd 
to Death, did they ſuffer by Racks, Gridirons, 
and a Variety of other Tortures ? For all theſe 
Things, we are told, the primitive Chriſtians 
ſuffer'd under the Heathen Emperors. It can- 
not be denied indeed (and I am ſorry it was 
ſo) that many of the Epiſcopal Clergy were 
very hardly us'd, in the Times he refers to. 
But it ought to be conſider'd, that this was 
when the Parties were to the higheſt Degree 
exaſperated by a long and furious civil War, 
as well as by the ſevere Treatment that many 
of the Epiſcopal Church when in Power had 
given to thoſe that diſſented from them for near 
fourſcore Years, and that in Times of Peace 
and Settlement. And tho' this does not juſtify 
the Uſage retaliated upon them (for we ought 
to render Good for Evil) yet it makes it the leſs 
to be wonder'd at. Yet after all, there was a 
fifth Part of the ſequeſter'd Livings allow'd to 
thoſe of the Epiſcopal Clergy that were reject- 
ed, which was a Moderation not ſhewn to the 
Puritans that had been ejected before, nor was 
to the Presbyterians that were ejected after the 
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Reſtoration. Beſides it ſeems very odd, that 
the Presbyterians ſhou'd be made accountable 
for all the hard Things that were done during 
thoſe twelve Tears, when the Government was 
in a continual FluQuation. This Writer rec- 
kons up nine or ten different Forms of it in that 
time, in many of which the Preshyterians had 
no hand at all. The ruling Party was from 
time to time provok'd by repeated Attempts of 
the Cavaliers, which occaſion'd their doing all 
in their Power to ſuppreſs them. Add to all 
this, that many of the Presbyterians themſelves 
ſuffer'd in thoſe Times ; one of their Miniſters 
was put to death, and more impriſon'd, for a 
Deſign to introduce the King; ſeveral of them 
were depriv'd of their Livings, and impriſon'd, 
for not taking the Ingagement to the Common- 
wealth, which great Numbers of them boldly 
refusd, and publiſh'd their Reaſons for doing 
ſo, when ſome of the Epiſcopal Divines both 
took it themſelves, and writ to prove the Law- 

fulneſs of taking 1t. 4 
But he pretends, that this Perſecution was 
ſuitable to the Principles of the Presbyterians. 
Many of their Preachers writ Books expreſly a- 
gainſt allowing any Liberty of Conſcience in a 
Religion different from their own. And if they 
did fo, they were in the wrong; and the pre- 
ſent Presbyterians are as far from approving 
them in this, as the worthieſt Members of the 
preſent Church of England are from approving 
the cruel Severities their Predeceſſors us'd a- 
EI gainſt 
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gainſt thoſe that conſcientiouſly diſſented from 
them. God be thanked ( ſays Biſhop Burnet ) 
that there is an End put to all Perſecution in 
Matters of Conſcience, and that the firſt and 
chief Right of human Nature, of following the 
Didtates of Conſcience in the Service of God is 
ſecur d to all Men among ſt us; and that we are 
freed, I hope for ever, of all the Remnants of the 
worſt Part of Popery that we had too long re- 
tain'd, I mean the Spirit of Perſecution. 

The Author next proceeds to what he calls 
the great Objection of proſtituting that holy In- 
ſtitution the bleſſed Sacrament by Way of a Teſt 
before Admittance into any Employment. He 
calls this, by Way of Sneer, a ſanctiſed Rea- 
ſon; tho if it be well founded, it muſt certain- 
ly have a great Weight with all that have a due 
Reverence for our Saviour's Inſtitutions ; and 
therefore ſince he has thought fit to mention it, 
it wou'd have been prudent in him to have an- 
ſwer'd it; but I don't find that he attempts 
this any other way than by asking, Wor'd they 
not be content to receive it after their own Man- 
ner, for the Office of a Judge, for that of a 
Commiſſioner in the Revenue, &c. it will eaſily 
be own'd, that the general Argument drawn 
from the Proſtitution of the Sacrament wou'd 
be as good againſt making it a Teſt in one Way 
as in another; and all thoſe that are againſt it 
for this Reaſon, becauſe they regard It as a Pro- 
ſtitution of that ſacred Ordinance, wou'd equal- 
ly be againſt it in whatever Manner propos'd, 
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Nor did the Diſſenters ever propoſe this for 
themſelves, tho' ſome of the Court- Party did it 
without conſulting them in the Beginning of K. 
William's Reign. As to his Banter of their 
ſcrupling it as little as a long Grace before and 
after Dinner; and his taking upon him to aſ- 
ſert, that their Manner of taking Bread and Wine 
in their Conventicles (as he very civil calls their 
Meetings, tho' allow'd by Law) is perforn'd 
with little more Solemnity than at their common 
Meals, p. 25. I need ſay no more of this, than 
that it is of a Piece with the reſt, and ever 
way worthy of this Slanderer. who has not the 
leaſt Regard not only to Truth, but to Probabi- 
lity and Decorum in his Invectives. All that 
are acquainted with the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
know, that no where 1s the Reverence due to 
that holy Inſtitution better preſerv'd than a- 
mongſt them, by keeping away ſcandalous Perſons 
from it; that no where is there greater Care ta- 
ken in the Preparation for it, nor 1s it any where 
adminiſter'd with greater Solemnity, bating the 
meer Ceremony of kneeling in the Act of re- 
ceiving. 

But he has another ſmart Touch, p. 25. Since 
they (the Presbyterians) look upon our Pradice 
in receiving the Elements to be idolatrous, they 
neither can nor ought in Conſcience ro allow us 
that Liberty otherwiſe than by Connivance. 

That the Church of Rome is guilty of Idola— 
try in adoring the ſacramental Elements as the 
proper Body and Blood of Chriſt, is the com- 
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mon Doctrine of Proteſtants; and many of the 
Presbyterians ſcruple the uſing a Geſture in re- 
ceiving the Sacrament, which long has been and 
ſtill 1s abus'd in that Church to expreſs that 
Adoration. But they are far from acculing the 
Church of England of Idolatry for uſing this 
Geſture, when ſhe expreſly diſclaims the Be- 
lief of the corporal Preſence of Chriſt in the 
Sacrament, and all Adoration of the Elements *. 
This Author might cafily have known if he 
had taken care to inform himſelf, that there are 
not a few among the Diſſenters that don't ſcru- 
ple that Geſture at all, but look upon it as a 
Thing in itſelf indifferent, and only except a- 
gainſt making any particular Mode of recetv- 
ing, the neceſſary Term of being admitted to 
the Communion. And as to thoſe that have 
Scruples about uſing that Geſture, is it not poſ- 
{ible for a Man to ſcruple a thing himſelf, and 
yet not pretend to judge or cenſure thoſe that 
do it? If this be not poſlible, the Apoſtle's 
Advice in the whole 14th Chapter of his Epiſ— 
tle to the Romans 1s impertinent, He there 
applies himſelf to Chriſtians that differed in 
their Sentiments and Practice; ſome of them 
thought themſelves oblig'd to obſerve certain 
Days, others thought they were under no Obli— 
gation to do it; ſome look'd upon themſelves as 
bound in Conſcience to abſtain from divers Kinds 
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of Meats, others thought they were at Libe 

to eat all Kinds. His Advice is, that they ſhould 
each of them act as they were perſwaded in their 
own Minds, and not rathly judge or deſpiſe thoſe 
that differed from them, nor 1mpoſe their own 
Practice upon one another. But according to 
our Author, this is neither poflible nor juſt. 
And indeed, I believe, it is ſcarce poſſible for 
him (who probably- judges of others by him- 
ſelf ) without an intire Change in his Temper 
and Principles, to practice that noble Duty fo 
much recommended in the Goſpel, of Chriſti- 
an Charity and mutual Forbearance. 

And indeed he gives a ſignal Inſtance of his 
Charity in the new Teſt he propoſes immedi- 
ately after, viz. that before the preſent Law be 
repeal'd another may be enatted, that no Man 
ſhall receive any Employment, before he ſwears 
himſelf to be a true Member of the Church of . 
Ireland in Doctrine and Diſcipline, &c. and that 
be will never frequent, or communicate with any 
other Form off Worſhip. Here he propoſes a 
new & cetera Oath. A Man mult ailent to all 
the Do&rine, and approve all the Diſcipline of 
the Church, and what elſe is included in the 
& cetera is hard to know. He adds, it hal! 
likewiſe be further enaFed, that whoever of- 
fends, &c. | that is, by frequenting or commu- 
nicating with any other Form of Worſhip) ſhall 
be find five hundred Pounds, impriſon'd for a 
Tear and a Day, and render'd incapable of al! 
publick Truſt for ever, This 1s Rs” to 
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ſhew the meek and charitahle Spirit of the 
Author. But as I am perſuaded the Legiſla- 
ture will never ſuffer themſelves to be adviſed 
by him, ſo I ſhall leave this new Teſt with 
himſelf, to be enacted whenever he ſhall come 
to be at the Head of the Legiſlature, and to 
have the Affairs ot the Government in his 
Hands. 

He afterwards pretends, that the ſwearing 
Loyalty to the King. conſidering the Principles of 
the Presbyterians with regard to Monarchy yet 
unrenounce d, might if they wouldpleaſe to look deep 
enough into their own Hearts, prove a more bit- 
ter Teſt than any other that the Law hath yet 
invented, p. 20. What need any other Teſt 
then be propoſed than ſwearing Loyalty to the 
King, ſince this is the moſt effectual to exclude 
a Presbyterian ? As to what he talks of their 
renouncing their Principles againſt Monarchy, 
it will be Time enough for them to do this, 
when it is proved that they maintain'd thoſe 
Principles. Though I find no Declaration they 
could make would content him, ſince he gives 
broad Hints, that if they ſwore they were not 
againſt Monarchy, he would not believe them. 

He refers, p. 24. to a certain Doctor, who, 
he tells us, hath much employ d his Pen in the 
like Diſputes, and hath often challenged the 
Presbyterians to renounce their antimonarchical 
Principles. If he means the Author of a Sample 
of true Blue Presbyterian Loyalty, the Conduct 
of the Diſſenters in Ireland, and other hy macs 
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Pieces of the like Nature, publiſh'd in Queen 
Anne's Reign, I can alſo refer him to a very 
good Book printed in the Year 1713. that 
has fully detected and expoſed his Calumnies 
intituled, An Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the Loyalty 
of the Presbyterians in Great Britain and Ire- 
land, from the Reformation to the Tear 1713. 
wherein their ſteady Adherence t the Proteſ- 
tant Intereſt, our happy Civil Conſtitution, che 
Succeſſion of Proteſtant Princes, the juſt Prero- 
gatives of the Crown, and the Liberties of the 
People, is demonſtrated from publick Kecords, 
the beſt approvd Hiſtories, the Confeſſion of 
their Adverſaries; and divers valuable Original 
Papers well 1 and never before publiſbed. 
To this that Doctor never thought proper to 
reply, like other Dealers in Scandal, who ſel- 
dom have had the Honeſty to retract their Ca- 
lumnies, when they were no longer able to de- 
fend them. And whoever he be that ſets up 
for informing the Town under the Title of 
Correſpondent, does! little elſe than retale the 
ſame Scandals to the World in Weekly Papers, 
and often in the ſame Words, that were ſo fully 
anſwer'd and expoſed before. 

I am weary, and by this Time I believe the 
Reader is ſo too, of following this Writer thro* 
ſuch a Heap of Slander and Invective; and 
therefore I ſhall need take little Notice of his 
laſt Attempt to prove the Presbyterians Ene- 
mies to Monarchy, and that is, that there are 
three Civil Eſtabliſhments, where the Calviniſts 
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poſſeſs the ſupreme Power, and theſe are all Re- 
publicks, I mean Holland, Geneva, and the Swiſs- 
Cantons, p. 26. And are there not Republicks 
where Epiſcopacy prevails, as in Venice, Genoa, 
& c? Beſides he forgot to mention the Royal 
Houſe of Pruſſia, and ſeveral Princes in Ger- 
many, ſovereign in their own Dominions, who 
are profeſſed Calviniſts; he might alfo, if he 
had pleaſed, have mentioned the Church of 
Scotland, where Presbytery is the legal Eſta- 
bliſhment, and which hath ever been a Friend 
to a limited Monarchy. The reformed Churches 
of France were Presbyterian too, and though 
they were not poſſeſſed of the ſupreme Power, 
8 they had the Exerciſe of the Presbyterian 
iſcipline ſecured to them by the Edict of Nantes, 
together with a Capacity of being admitted to 
Civil Offices, and that under a Monarchy ve- 
ry jealous of its Prerogatives; and if at laſt thoſe 
once flouriſhing Churches were deſtroy'd, it was 
not becauſe their Principles as Presbyterians 
were inconſiſtent with Monarchy, which was 
not ſo much as pretended, but was wholly ow- 
ing to the perſecuting Spirit of Popery, which 
would have equally led them to deſtroy a Pro- 
teſtant Epiſcopal Church, if it had been in their 
Power. . 
He is pleaſed to conclude his Pamphlet with 
a kind of Menace. He plainly accuſes all thoſe 
whom he thinks fit to ſtile eminent Patrons of 
the Diſſenters, that is, all thoſe who out of 
the noble Principles of Liberty, and the e 
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they think due to loyal Subjects, might be in- 
clined to relieve them from their Burdens, as 
betraying the Truſt committed to them; and 
wreſts the Scriptures to abuſe them, by apply- 
ing to them the Curſe pronounced upon Simeon 
and Levi for their barbarous Cruelty to the She- 
chemites. 

But whatever this Writer may ſuggeſt in his 
impotent Rage, the Proteſtant Diſſenters hum- 
bly hope, that if they be univerſally loyal to the 
preſent Government, and have all along ſtood 
up for a limited Monarchy, and for the true In- 
tereſts of their Country, whenever they have 
been in Danger of being invaded ; if on the 
one hand they oppoſed the arbitrary] Incroach- 
ments of the Prince, and afterwards when things 
took a different Turn, and the ancient legal 
Conſtitution was confounded, contributed their 
utmoſt towards the Re-eſtabliſhment of the Mo- 
narchy; if after the Reſtoration they heartily 
ined in all Methods, that the worthy Patriots 
of thoſe Times, (eſpecially the Weſtminſter, and 
Oxford Parliaments) judged neceſſary for ſecu- 
ring their Religion and Liberties, by preventing 
the Succeſſion of a Popiſh King; if afterwards, 
when King James actually aſcended the Throne, 
and openly attempted to eſtabliſh Popery and 
arbitrary Pas they all joined heartily and 
unanimouſly in the late happy Revolution; if 
none were truer Friends to the late King Wil- 
liam of glorious Memory, or more ſteady ever 
ſince to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and to the 
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juſt Principles on which the Revolution was 
founded ; if they have never been concerned 
in any of thoſe Rebellions and Inſurred ions that 
have been raiſed in favour of a Popiſh Preten- 
der, and for ſubverting of our Religion and Li- 
berty ; but on the contrary have on all Occa- 
{ions done their utmoſt to oppoſe them, and to 
defend the preſent Government, even when ac- 
cording to the Laws now in force they run a 
Hazard in doing ſo; if their known Attach- 
ment to the Proteſtant Religion and Succeſſion, 
and to the true Intereſts of their Country, has 
ever expoſed them to the Rage of thoſe that 
were Enemies to both; if theſe Things be true, 
and they flatter themſelves they will ſcarce be 
denied, they hope they ſhall not be thought 
unworthy of the common Rights of good Sub- 
jets ; and that after ſo long a Trial, and ſo 
many Proofs of a real and diſintereſted Loyal- 
ty, they ſhall not be continued under thoſe 
Incapacities, which ought only to be the Brands 
and Puniſhments of Diſaffection and Diſ- 
loyalty. | 

And they think it may further recommend 
their Caſe to the Conſideration of the Legiſ- 
lature, that the preſent incapacitating Law was 
not originally projeted here, but came from 
the other fide tack'd to a Bill for preventing the 
further Growth of Popery; and the Diſſenters out 
of a Regard to the;Publick]Good, were perſwaded 


to wave their Oppoſition to it, that it might 


not occaſion the Loſs of a Bill that was then 
judged 
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judged neceſſary for the Kingdom. I believe 
ſome Gentlemen of the preſent Houſe of Com- 
mons remembered the Promiſes that were then 
made by ſome of the leading Miembers, that Care 
would be taken in a proper Time to relieve them 
from the Incapacities it brought them under; 
and the doing it now, would be an immortal 
Honour to the preſent Parliament, who would 
hereby give freſh Proof of what they have al- 
ways ſhewn, a juſt Regard for the Liberties of 
their Country, and for the Preſervation of the 
Proteſtant Intereſt. | 

They hope, whatever may be inſinuated to 
the contrary, that this will be far from raiting 
or fomenting a Spirit of Animoſity and Divi- 
ſion among Proteſtants; that, on the contrary, 
nothing can have a greater Tendency to heal 
and unite Mens Minds, than the removing of 
thoſe unhappy Badges of Diſtinction, which 
ſet a Mark of Infamy on thoſe who think they 
have done nothing to deſerve 1t.* 

And though ſuch Writers as this may take 
occaſion to vent their Rage and Envy, they 
hope that many of the Clergy, for whoſe Me- 
rit, they have a ſincere Eſteem, will never be 
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F * It was the Senſe of the great King William, as expreſſed in one 
of his Speeches to the Parliament before- mentioned, „That the lea. 
« ving room for the Admiſſion of all Proteſtants that were willing 
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diſpleaſed at any Thing which tends to promote 
the Intereſts of our common Chriſtianity, and 
to ſecure the Honour of Chriſt's holy Inſti- 
tutions, to remove a Grievance which lies up- 
on their Fellow-Proteſtants, and to ſtrengthen 
the Hands of thoſe that are hearty Friends to 
the preſent Government, and to the true Inte- 
reſts of this Kingdom. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Had Occaſion above to mention a Paper 
call'd the Correſpondent ; becauſe a Writer of 
that Importance may think himſelf too much 
neglected, it more Notice be not taken of him; 
I {hall here ſubjoin ſome general Remarks upon 
his four Papers, which I think many be ſufficient. 
His nike Deſign is to ſhew that the Diſ- 
ſenters are unworthy to have thoſe legal In- 
capacities remov'd that are laid upon them by 
the Teſt-A&. In his firſt and ſecond Correſpon- 
dents he takes a great deal of Pains to aggravate 
the Differences that are among them. Without 
enquiring at preſent whether the Account he 
gives of their Differences be fair and juſt (tho 
in my Opinion he knows little of the Matter) 
I would only ask, what is all this to the Teſt- 
A@? If the Diſſenters be divided in other 
T hings, yet certainly they are not divided intheir 
Affections to his Majeſty and the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion and Government. Their Diviſions then 
among themſelves cannot render them leſs 
ſerviceable to the civil Government, in promo- 
ting the Intereſt of which they are all heartily 
agreed ; it can only hinder them from uniting 
againſt the Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment; and 
conſequently this very Thing ſo much inſiſted 
on 
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on by this Writer deſtroys the moſt formidable 
Objection that I have heard rais'd againſt the 
Repeal of the Teſt-A&, viz. the Danger that 
would thence accrue to the Church. In his ſe- 
cond Correſpondent, p. 5. after having repreſented 
the Presbyterians as all united in their Attempts 
to procure a Repeal of the Teſt, he adds, and 
IT think it is not to be doubted, that whether that 
Point be gain'd or loſt, they will divide again upon 
the Principles mentioned before. And what then 
has the Church to fear from ſuch a divided Party, 
who will never join in any Deſign to ere& any 
other Conſtitution in its ſtead ? I need not men- 
tion that a good deal of the Invective he ſo 
freely beſtows upon the Diſſenters on the Ac- 
count of the Difference among them, will bear 
equally hard upon the Eſtabliſſi d Church, among 
whom it is well known the Controverſy began, 
and was carried on by Divines of great Eminency 
on both Sides, before it came among the Dil- 
ſenters. 

This may be enough for his two firſt Correſ- 
pondents, only I would obſerve, that this poor 
Writer was hard put to it when in his ſecond 
Correſpondent in Order to thew the Danger the 
Church is now in from the Diſſenters, he is forc'd 
to have recourſe to an old Petition which ac- 
cording to his own Account was not preſented, 
but deſign d to be ſo, to the Parliament in 1641. 
for that it refers to that Time is evident from 
the Petition it ſelf, ſuppoſing it genuine; tho' 
one would think by his Way of „ it 
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that he defign'd to inſinuate that it was ſome- 
thing preſented very lately. 

In his third Correſpondent he propoſes directly 
to come to the Point of the Sacramental Teſt. 
The Author unſortunately ſets out with a manifeſt 
Falſhood, when he declares in the Beginning of that 
Paper, that the Oath of Supremacy had been the 
Church's great Security, ſince the ſecond of Queen 
Elizabeth, againſt both Papiſts and Presbyterians, 
who equally refus'd it. 

That the whole Body of the Papiſts in Queen 
Elizabeth's Reign refuſed the Oath of Suprem 
1s very true, but it is true that the Puritans wok 
it with the Queen's Explication in her Injuncti- 
ons. In a Letter to the Lord Treaſurer Burleigh 
dated December the 4th, 1591. and ſigned by 
the famous Mr Cartwright, and ſeveral other 


eminent Puritan Miniſters, they declare, Your 


* Lordſhip knows that many Papiſts who den 
the Queen's Supremacy have been inlarg' 
© whereas we have all ſworn to it, and if the 
Government require, are ready to take the 
« Oath again.” And in a Letter and Petition 
to her Majeſty, dated April, 1592, they make 
as ſtrong Declarations in Favour of the Su- 
premacy as can be met with. See Stripe's Au- 
nals, Vol. ult. p. 85, (5c. And in a Paper in the 
Reign of King James I. printed in 1605, 
called a Proteſtation of the King's Supremacy, made 
in the Name of the afflicted Milter, they ſay, 
* We hold and maintain the King's Supremacy 
in all Cauſes, and over all Perſons Civil _ 
: H Ec⸗- 
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« Eccleſiaſtical, as it was granted to Q. Eli- 
« gabeth, and explain'd in the Book of Injuncti- 
« ons; nor have any of us been unwilling to ſub- 
&« ſcribe or ſwear to it. 

I only mention this to give a Specimen how 
much the Author's bold Aſſertions are to be de- 
pended on, who is generally then moſt in the 
wrong. As to the reſt of his third Correſpon- 
dent and Part of the fourth, | tho' there be not 
one Fact fairly repreſented] all that can be gather'd 
from him is, that this Author looks upon all the 
Attempts of the Diſſenters to get themſelves 
freed from the Grievances they labour under, 
altho' by his own Accounts it was only by Pe- 
titions and Applications to the Government, as 
ſo many enormous Crimes. 

I ſhall not 'meddle with the Reflections he 
makes in his fourth Correſpondent on a Pamphlet 
intituled, The Nature and Conſequences of the 
Sacramental Teſt conſidered, the Author of which 
is very well able to defend himſelf, when this 
Writer ſhall offer any Thing that deſerves his 
Notice; I would only obſerve, that he endea- 
vours to conſtrue the Reaſons that Author gives 
for the Repeal of the Teſt into an Inſult on the 
Legiſlature, But Iam perſuaded our Legiſlators 
are too wiſe and too juſt to deprive Subjects of a 
Liberty to petition, and to give their Reaſons 
too, why a Law which they think bears very 
hard upon them ſhould be repeal'd. And if an 
Attempt ſhould be made to wk that it is con- 
trary to true Policy, and tends to weaken > wa 
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Proteſtant Intereſt of this Kingdom, and la 
upon good Subjects a Mark of Infamy which 
they have not deſerved, I believe our Legiſlators 
are ready to hearken to any good Reaſons that 
can be offered, and need only to be convinc'd 
that it is attended with theſe Inconveniences, 
in order to the repealing it. 

The reſt of his fourth Correſpondent is an im- 


potent Attempt to repreſent the Diſſenters as 


Enemies to the preſent Government, tho' I am 
pretty ſure he himſelf believes and knows the 
contrary : To this purpoſe he repeats ſome old 


Accuſations, that had been advanced by the 


virulent Author of the Condutt of the Diſſenters 
in Ireland, and had received a full Anſwer, in 
the Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the Loyalty of Presbyteri- 
ans before mentioned. Such is that of the three 
non-juring diſſenting Miniſters; tho' it be a 
Thing well known, that if they refuſed the 
Oaths, it was not from any Diſaffection to the 


preſent Government and Proteſtant Succeſſion, 


for which they had a hearty Zeal, and one of 
them in particular gave remarkable Proofs of it, 
bat from ſome Scruples of another Kind, which 
need not repeat, becauſe I think them ground- 
leſs, as their Brethren in the Miniſtry then did. 


As to the Buſineſs of the Array at the Time of 


the Pretenders intended Invaſion, in the Beginning 
of the Year 1708, he produces a Letter of Mr 


Marreng, which was before produced by the 


Author of the Conduct of the Diſſenters. The 
Reader may ſee a good Account of that Matter 
| * 
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in the foremention'd hiſtorical Eſſay, p. 407. 
Cc. where there is a Letter from the late 
Clotworthy Upton, Eſq; whoſe Integrity and 
Zeal fbr the preſent Government is well known, 
that ſets it in a juſt Light. 

I ſhall at preſent only obſerve, that it ap- 
pears from Mr Warreng's Letter produced by 
this Writer, that upon an Alarm given of the 
Pretender's landing, none were more zealous 
and ready than the Diſſenters in ſetting Watch 
and keeping Guard, to prevent ſuch Diſorders 
as might happen at that Time by ill deſigning 
Perſons, paſſmg through, and diſturbing the 
Peace of the Country, He adds, indeed, that 
when they were to be array'd, ſeveral who 
were very forward before, refuſed to be inliſt- 
ed and ſerve in the Militia, Suppoſing the 
Fact to be true, (tho' 'tis certain that great 
Numbers of them were then array'd all over 
the North) every body knows, that if they 
did not array, it was not from any Principles 
of Diſaffection to the preſent Government; 
and I may ſafely affirm, that not one Man can 
be nam'd among that numerous Body that was 
not an hearty Friend to the Proteſtant Succel- 
ion, and an Enemy to the Pretender. On 
what therefore is their Unwillingneſs to in- 
liſt themſelves in the Militia to be charg'd? Is 
it not on the Law that incapacitated any one 
of them ( tho' ſeveral of them were Perſons of 
conſiderable Fortunes and Families, of known 
Zcal for the Government, and who had ſig-— 

nalized 


c 


Proteſtant Diſſenters. 61 


nalized themſelves in the late Wars of Ireland) 


to be more than a private Centinel; and it 
was then the Opinion of many Per{ons of ve- 
ry good Senſe, that it extended to private Cen- 
tinels too, this being in many Caſes a very 


great Truſt. And ſince this was the Notion 


many had of it, no wonder if the Diſſenters 
were afraid of incurring the ſevere Penalties 
of the Teſt-Act, which had been enacted but 
four or five Years before. And it is very odd 
for this Writer to plead for the Continuance 
of a Law that lays them under Incapacities, 


'and yet to blame them for not exerting them- 


ſelves. He asks, did any of the conforming 
Gentlemen or People refuſe to be array'd ? 


and, I ask, were they under any legal Incapa- 


cities? This Author 1s certainly very unhap- 
py in the Choice of his Arguments, when that 
which he deſigns for a Reaſon to prove that 
the Teſt ought not to be repealed, furniſhes a 
ſtrong Argument to the contrary. 

It is true, that afterwards in the Rebellion 
of 1716, when the danger was more imminent, 
and the Pretender was aRually at the Head of 
an Army in Scotland, the Diſſenters in the 
North of this Kingdom generally and with: a 
noble Ardour roſe up in Arms in great Num- 
bers, with ſome of the moſt conſiderable Gen- 
tlemen of their own Perſuaſion at their Head, 
whoſe Fidelity and Zeal for the Government 
they could intirely depend on; but this very 
Forwardneſs of their's would have expoſed 

them 
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them to the ſevereſt Penalties, if the Parliament 
had not afterwards thought proper to make an 
Act on purpoſe to exempt them from thoſe Pe- 
nalties. So unhappy is the Caſe of the Diſſen- 
tere, if the Pretender ſhould come they muſt 


be deſtroyed for oppoſing him, if the preſent 


Government prove ſucceſsful (as bleſſed be 


God it then did) they incur grievous Penal- 


ties for endeavouring to ſupport it. 


I am ſenſible that the Forwardneſs they have 


ſhewed, notwithſtanding their Incapacities, has 
been turn'd to their Diſadvantage ; it has been 
pretended that they need not be reliev'd, be- 


cauſe whenever the Government 1s in Danger 


they will moſt certainly aſſiſt and defend it, 


notwithſtanding the Incapacities they labour 
under, But is it not very hard. to continue 
thoſe under a Brand of Infamy, as if they 
were unworthy to be intruſted by the Govern- 
ment, who yet are known to be by Principle 
and Affection ſtrongly inclin'd to defend it, 
and whoſe Aſſiſtance is judg'd abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary in a Time of Danger? Yea, and to 
make their known inviolable Attachment to 
its Intereſts, an Argument againſt the Neceſ- 
fity of relieving them from their Burdens? 
This may perhaps paſs with Perſons of ſuch 
mean Minds as this Writer, but I am per- 
ſaaded it will never haye any Influence upon 


+ #® 


an honeſt and generous Soul. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Juſt JPubtifhed ( from the fifth Dublin Edition) Price 64. 


HE PRESBY TERIANS Plea of Merit, 
in order to take off the Teſt (in Ireland) 
Impartially examin'd. The Second Edition. 
To which is added, A Narrative of the ſeveral 
Attempts, which the Diſſenters of Ireland have 
made for a Repeal of the Sacramental Teſt, from 
a Paper called the Correſpondent. 


N. B. The Narrative is given gratis to thoſe 
who bought the firſt Editions 


Printed for G. F. and fold by A. Dodd, and 
at the Bookſellers ; 


Where may be had, (the Second Edition of) 


HE PRESENT STATE of POPERY 
in England. Diſcovering, 


A New EccLEsIASTICAL JURISDICTION exercis'd 
by AposTOLICAL VICARS, Sc. reſiding in dif- 
ferent Parts of the Kingdom, and other Advances 
lately made by them. 


Ina LETTER from * ****** * a 
Cardinal at Rome, dated Jau. 1. 17 33. 


To which is prefix'd, 
An Introduction by the EDirtoR 
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